
 

We will once again be partnering with Tom 
Parker and the Casper College Rodeo 
Team.  

Last year these young men and women 
partnered with some of our riders, were 
our arena crew and even became our 
rodeo clowns.  They were a tremendous 
help and we were thrilled to have them 
back again. 

Concessions will be available under the 
grand stand.  Members of the Chinook 
Winds Drill team will be in cooking up the  
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Special points of interest:  

¶ Wyoming Hay Cubes is Arena Sponsor 

¶ Board votes to become CHA Affiliate 

¶ New member joins Board of Directors 

¶ Thanks to volunteers and donors 

¶ Dell & Ginger want to retire 

¶ Picture Karol on mounted police patrol! 
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 Julie Feiler and I have been trying to figure out for the last couple of 
years how we could start an EFL (Equine Facilitated Learning) pro-
gram.  This year, a grant opportunity through the Wyoming Depart-
ment of Education presented itself and we decided that it was time 
to start.   

With some recommendations and blessings by the NCSD Superin-
tendant Joel Dvorak, we submitted a grant and the school district 
was awarded a little over $40,000 for the Centaurian Enrichment 
Program.  Working with Transitions , we have 2 groups of students 
who come out twice per week for EFL activities.  Some days the 
lessons are unmounted group activities and the other days are 
horsemanship lessons that include ground and mounted activities.  

Our goals are to help these students find new ways to approach the 
challenges in their life and to have an opportunity to build some 

healthy relationships with their horse and é. See program, pg 2   

The Centaurian Program  

by  Karol Santistevan  

January 16, 
2010 is the date 
for the 5th an-
nual ñChutes nô 
Gigglesò Rodeo.  

And, once again the rodeo will be held 
at  ñThe Arenaò at the Central Wyoming 
Fairgrounds. 

The doors will open at 11:30 am and the 
dayôs events will begin at noon. The 
Calcutta will kick off the dayôs events 
followed by the competition! 

The crowd pleasing Road Apple Relay 
and the Synchronized Bull Riding will 
return for sure but some new events 
may be added to keep the contestants 
on their toes. 

goodies,  so plan to make 
lunch and snacks part of the  
dayôs event. 

Folks from the community who 
would like to volunteer, pair with one of 
our riders, or help in any other aspect 
are welcome to participate. 

As always we will be looking to our 
ever-important sponsors for support in 
order to make this event possible.  We 
will be contacting past sponsors as 
well as many new ones in the near 
future. 

If you want to help, please contact 
Lynn Jackson at 235-3438 or at 
jdonlynnj@bresnan.net.  We look for-
ward to seeing you on January 16th. 

Mark Your Calendar for the 2010 

Chutes nõ Giggles Rodeo! 



 

Page 2  
VOLUME 5, ISSUE 3  

Karolõs Korral 

 Looking back over this past year will 
almost make your head spin.  There 
was so much that happened this year.  
As always, this summer was very busy 
with classes and going to various horse 
shows and gymkhanas.   

Our big horse show of the year is al-
ways Special Olympics in October.  We 
had 29 riders competing this year and 
12 horses.  This yearôs event was per-
haps the finest example of team work, 
good sportsmanship, and Olympic spirit 
that I have ever had the opportunity to 
participate in.  Jackson Hole had a large 
team this year with 26 riders and we 
had some new teams also.  In an effort 
to keep things running smoothly, de-
spite the fact that we were short on vol-
unteers this year, everyone pitched in to 
make sure that the competition was 
timely as well as fun and safe.   

 A big thank you to Glenn Murray and 
the girls from Montana, the Saddle Club 
girls (Bethany Wheeler, Bailey Kourt, 
and Jessamyn Wolff), Sierra Rodeman, 
Shawna Gleason, Rox Monterastelli, 

Katie Pattison, Kelli Reese, Jade Bult, 

Leigh Flack,  Tony Santistevan, Kathy 

Frith and the clean-up crew (Tracy, 

Paul, and Myriah Santistevan).  I 

apologize if I have forgotten anyone 

but please know that EVERYONEôs 

efforts were greatly appreciated.  

This year I want to give everyone the 

opportunity to nominate their favorite 

horse, rider, and volunteer of the 

year.  Each year we have an incredi-

ble bunch of people who come to the 

riding center to help.  They donate 

their time and experience to help 

make sure that Reach 4A Star can 

continue to provide services.  Hereôs 

your chance to thank them by writing 

a letter explaining why your favorite 

volunteer should be awarded Volun-

teer of the Year.  

Letters can be emailed to me at direc-

tor@reach4astar.org or they can be 

mailed to the riding center.     

The end of the year is also a time to 

acknowledge how far our riders have 

come.  If you would like to nominate 

a certain rider for Rider of the Year, 

please write a letter about them and 

their accomplishments this year and 

send it to me.  

Make sure to read the Horse Report 

to find out how to nominate your 

favorite horse.  (Just a side note, 

Karol, Leigh and Shawna are staff 

and not eligible for volunteer of the 

year nominations.)  Please get all 

nominations in by Dec. 10th so that 

we can announce winners at the end 

of the year party on Dec. 19th.  Have 

a great winter and we look forward 

to seeing everyone in December.   

If anyone has pictures from this 

year that you are willing to share, 

please email them to me so that I 

can put a slide show together.  

Karol 

 The Pegasus Project Update  

The addition continues to come along.  We have completed the underground plumb-

ing and the concrete floor is finished.   

We are still hoping to enclose the addition by the end of the year but funds are tight.  

We need to do some raising of funds before we can do much more, so if you are inter-

ested in helping with this project, please send your donations to Reach 4A Star with 

Pegasus Project noted somewhere.  The sooner we can get rid of the porta -potty, 

the sooner we can apply that $200/month to finishing the addition.  

going towards a PE credit as well. 

This program will run through the school year so I am trying 
to get heat in the arena as soon as possible.   

The students have been awesome about accepting the con-
ditions of the arena but I am afraid this might be a long, cold 
winter this year.  Hopefully,   we can have heat up and going 
before it gets really cold.   

At the end of the school year, Julie and I will have to go to 
Cheyenne and do a presentation on how everything went 
and we are hoping that a couple of students will go with us.   

We are already looking at funding sources to be able to con-
tinue this program next year 

From program ðpage 1  

fellow classmates.   

We are only half way through our first session with students 
and are very pleased with how things are going.  The 
school district is also excited about this program as it has 
been featured in their monthly newsletter and also in the 
Casper Star Tribune http://www.facebook.com/l.php?
u=http%3A%2F%2Ftrib.com%2Fnews%2Flocal%
2Farticle_d06da0f8-c3de-11de-829c-
001cc4c002e0.html&h=76d0da8ff3c1ad98635861c21aaca
a7f.  

Our program works hand in hand with Transitionsô Values 
Clarification class.  We are looking at the possibility of this    
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This Yearôs Certified Horsemanship Conference was so 
valuable that the R4AS Board of Directors voted to join 
CHA, as well as keep our NARHA Member Center Status. 

     

 

 

Karol and Leigh, along with Shawna again went off for educa-
tion hours in October. Each year NARHA instructors must 
accumulate 20 hours of continuing education in order to keep 
their ñCertified Instructorò Status. 

This time the trip was to Colorado State University in Ft. 
Collins, Colorado and the Certified Horsemanship Association 
Annual Conference. 

Karol attended sessions on ñDesensitizing your horse the 
Mounted Police Wayò and several sessions with former Olym-
pic coach, Daniel Stewart on ñMental Preparation for Compe-
titionò, also known as psycho sessions,  

Leigh attended sessions on Horse Nutrition, ñ Riding Western 
Patterns, ñMoving the Four Quarters of the Horseò and  
ñWorking with the Problem Hoof.ò 

Shawna, who thought she was going to have to be back to 
Casper after only a day and a half in order to attend a lab at 
the College had to stay on account of bad roads...I-25 was 
closed.  So she got an opportunity to play arena polo as well 
as attending sessions on understanding and teaching horse  

Education Continues  

The CHA Conference  

behavior and ñHow to get a Vaulting program started at your 
own Barn.ò 

The caliber of the speakers at the conference was excellent. 

Richard Shrake who has been an international judge for 7 
breeds and over 16 world or national championships pre-
sented classes on ñHorse Conformation and how to Use it to 
Your Advantageò and on ñResistance Free Training,ò his 
method, which has been used widely to help folks train their 
horses. 

Daniel Stewart has been a highly successful international 
competitor and trainer for over 20 years. From 1999 to 2007 
he coached riders on several U.S. Teams to success at 
many world championships and the Olympic Games. He is 
considered an authority on equestrian sport psychology , 
biomechanics and performance. 

Of special note is Dr. Temple Grandin , who is a person with 
autism, as well as a professor of Animal Science at Colo-
rado State University.  Dr. Grandin is an expert in livestock 
handling and designs livestock handling systems for facilities 
throughout the United States. Dr. Grandin was the keynote 
speaker. She is the author of several books about autism, 
ñThinking in Picturesò and ñAnimals Make us Human.ò  A 
motion picture about the life of Dr. Grandin, which stars 
Clare Danes is currently in production through HBO studios. 

Sierra Andrews chooses her new saddle at Mossô Sad-
dles, Boots nô Tack 

Winner of the ñSteam Poweredò print, Maureen 
Tenney, with daughter Rachel, collects her prize 
from Artists Choice Galleryôs Lynn Jackson.  

Karol will also be attend-
ing the National NARHA 
Conference as well as an 
EAGALA Training this 
fall. 

ñTicket 2 Rideò Raffle Winners:  Congratulations to Bethany Wheeler (winning rider) and 

Isabella Goss (winning volunteer) who were the winners, each,  of a free session of riding lessons for 

selling the most raffle tickets.  


