
 

By Leigh Flack,  

It had rained all night but canceling 
was not an option Karol said.. We 
worried about those folks hauling their 
horses up our wet and slippery road 
to the arena.  We called and told our 
exhibitors we would make due with 
the horses we had at the arena.  
Then we set our minds to taking care 
of our Veteran guests.  

The Cheyenne Veterans Hospital 
sent up a bus containing three veter-
ans, a Recreation Therapist and an 
Occupational Therapist. One vet who 
was wheelchair bound followed in 
another van with the aid who helps 
care for her.  Another vet, Jeremy 

drove himself from Ft. Collins to our 
Arena to join in the experience of the 
day. 

After lunch the scheduled classes 
began. It was my intention to hold  a 
class on Core Strength & Balance 

I introduced myself to Jeremy , who 
was an appropriate rider for such a 
class as he had a prosthetic leg. The 
Horses for Heroes program was 
started, in fact, for riders who might 
be missing a leg, as the act of riding 
depends on clamping on to the 
horse above the riders knees for 
most balance. And correct posting at 
the trot should be mainly accom-
plished above the knee. 
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· Thank yous’ to our Donors 

· Dell & Ginger Retire 

· The Horse Report 

· Thank you Veteran Volunteers 

· “Horses 4 Heroes” Blog 

· Calendar of events 
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Karol’s Korral ��

Two New Members for Advisory Committee ��

Katie Pattison—Steadfast Volunteer ��

The Saddle Club ��

It’s a Parade 
�

Chutes ‘n Giggles Rodeo 
�

Volunteer News  "�

I asked him if he was up for riding 
bareback.  He smiled a broad smile 
and said he was.  I explained we would 
be moving around on the horses but 
that he could hold onto the horses’ 
mane to keep his balance. “I’m not 
afraid of falling off,” he said, “and if I 
do, I’ll just get back on.”  

We talked further and he said he had 
been in a ski lesson where he wasn’t 
allowed to explore his boundaries and 
that he had walked out of the lesson 
because of the experience. He had 
told me what he wanted from his les-
son.  I would try my best to give it to 
him. 

See Heroes—page 2 

Ron Weiss, a veteran himself, who 
was supposed to perform with the Chi-
nook Winds Drill Team, spoke on the 
traits of the Paint Breed. Karen, Ron’s 
wife judged a Western Pleasure class 
consisting of Kathy Proud and Leigh 
Flack as it would be presented at a 
horse show.  

Ruth Uptain, who was to do a reining 
demonstration, instead described how 
she would present reasons to a judg-
ing committee. Ruth also gave a jump-
ing demonstration on Serzal. 

We even had MRE’s (translation—
lunch) prepared by the Soroptomists!  
All in all, NOT BAD FOR PLAN B!  

In military terms there was a SNAFU. 
(Sorry, but you’ll have to provide your 
own translation) 

The morning’s events for the “Horses 4 
Heroes” Open House on May 24th, 
were to be held in the outdoor arena 
and none of our horse exhibitors from 
the community were coming. So much 
for “Plan A.” 

Good thing Karol had bleachers put 
inside as the events planned for out-
side were scrapped due to the rain. 

A decision was made to temporarily  

downsize the Academy’s “Bays n’ 
Grays” Drill team from 12 to eight rid-
ers so the planned drill could per-
formed indoors.  

The Horse Parade was now to consist 
of those breeds in residence at the 
arena. Karol served as announcer. 

Then some of the folks who came out 
for the Open House improvised to put 
on various demonstrations.  

Michelle Wallace-Frank, volunteer in-
structor, demonstrated the gaits of our 
Tennessee Walker, Bessie. 
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Well, spring has sprung and summer 
is in full swing.  We have started ses-
sion II and things are busy.  We now 
run classes all day and evening on 
Tuesday—Saturday except for Thurs-
days when we don’t start until after 
lunch.  However, at the rate that 
things are going, we will probably 
have to start adding time slots there 
as well. 

With 25 horses living at the riding 
center, it is a constant effort to main-
tain the grounds, fencing, and pas-
tures.  We reseeded the small pas-
ture this spring and are seeing some 
nice results so the big pasture is next.  
With more people using the road we 
are on, we are going to have to do 
something different with the fencing 
towards the back of the big pasture.  
Those who drive too fast around that 
corner end up sliding through our 
fence.  Perhaps that would be a good 
place for some of our concrete pillars 

that sit in our pasture. 

We are getting some new neighbors 
this summer.  Casper continues to 
grow and it is not just the east side of 
town anymore.  C-Tran is the newest 
business being built further down 6 
Mile road and there will be more to 
come.  There will an off-loading sta-
tion for the railroad which means 
there will be an increase in semi-truck 
traffic.  The great news about this is 
that our road will be seeing some 
improvements.  Please drive careful 
when you come to the riding center 
until all of these improvements have 
been made.  Hopefully, most of this 
will have happened before the snow 
flies. 

We are oh so close to starting con-
struction on the addition.  When con-
struction starts, we may have to redi-
rect traffic through the arena to ac-
commodate the fact that our front 
doors will be inaccessible for a while.  

This project will need some patience 
from all of us.  If you look in our front 
yard you will see that we have mate-
rial on site.  We have tried to keep 
things out of the way but soon every-
thing will be right up front.  Please 
don’t let kids (or adults) play on this 
material.  It is not stacked in a man-
ner that is appropriate for climbing. 

There is so much going on in addi-
tion to everything already in the 
newsletter that I am afraid we could 
make this a book.  Instead, I would 
invite you to come out and witness 
all that is happening and talk to 
those who are the backbone of our 
agency-the staff, volunteers and 
riders.  If you have ideas on how to 
help us raise more money for every-
thing that is happening, please give 
me a call at 472-7827 or send me an 
email at director@reach4astar.org.   

Karol 
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Lynn Jackson is a face well known to the horse com-
munity in Casper.  Lynn served as a volunteer horse 
handler and side walker at R4AS in the early years of 
the Arena.  She is active in they Wyoming Arabian 
Horse Association and currently serves as one of its 
directors. 

Lynn raises and trains horses. Several years ago one 
of Lynn’s mares delivered twins, a practically unknown 
phenomena in the horse world.  She is now training 
those 3 year olds. 

When not involved in the Arena’s drill team Lynn can 
be found doing custom framing at Artists Choice Gal-
lery. Lynn is married to Don and they have a grown 
daughter, Krystal 

Gretchen Wheeler is the newest member of the 
board. She has brought many new and exciting ideas 
for Reach 4A Star to explore. 

The Wheeler girls: Gretchen, Bethany and Whitney all 
ride at the arena, but mostly one at a time as all three 
prefer to ride their horse Zip. 

Gretchen is a bookkeeper at Karst Motor Sports.  

From Heroes—page 1 

I mounted up with Jeremy and three other riders for the lesson. At 
first the horses were led while the riders adjusted to the movement 
of the horse. Then we started moving around. I demonstrated an 
“Around the World” a movement where you change your leg posi-
tions on the horse to move the torso in order to sit  sideways, back-
wards, sideways and then forward again. 

Jeremy began his attempt. He slipped off the horse at sideways. 
He happily got back on. I explained he needed to square his hips 
before proceeding on to backwards. He then completed the ma-
neuver successfully.   

We then proceeded with class. The riders steered their horses, at 
first hooked on, then independently as they  were allowed to “fire” 
their side walkers if they chose to do so. We even did a little trot-
ting.   

At the end of the lesson Jeremy gave me a hug and thanked me for 
letting him ride bareback.  You see, what Jeremy wanted, I believe,  
was just to be treated like a normal young man. If Jeremy still had 
his missing limb no one would think twice at seeing him go bomb-
ing down a ski slope or testing his limits on horse back. 

After the day’s lessons Jeremy stood watching as Myriah, Kelly and 
Stephanie trotted and loped their horses inside the arena.  “Now, 
that’s what I want to do!” Jeremy exclaimed.  

Well, the plans have been made...Jeremy is coming back and this 
time he wants to lope. There is work yet to do, but we’ll try our best 
to make that happen. And  to the young man who just wants to feel 
normal, well, his spirit is proving to be EXCEPTIONAL. 
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Katie Pattison has been volunteering at Reach 
4A Star Riding Academy for  the past 3  years. 
When asked what she likes about the Riding 
Academy Katie smiles and says “The Horses,” 
but quickly adds “but I like helping the riders too.” 

She is that quiet lady, the one with the gloves, 
the one who just always seems to know what to 
do. 

Katie shows up every Wednesday morning, like 
clockwork, Winter, Spring, Summer and Fall. She 
stalls the horses who are on special diets and 
then proceeds to feed them all. Then there are 
water tanks to fill and stalls to clean,   

Then April through November there horses to be 
caught, groomed and tacked for lessons.  Katie 
horse handles and sidewalks as needed.  

After each lesson the horses need to be brushed 

And either turned out or be put where they can 
be used for a lesson later that day. 

Katie has lived in Casper for about 12 years. 
She works at Senior Patient Advocates. In her 
spare time she said she likes to garden but 
advises some of the other interests she used 
to have gone to the way side due to her com-
mitment to the Arena.  

This past Winter ,in addition to doing barn 
chores, Katie rode Shalome Wednesday after-
noons when it wasn’t too cold.  

Of course many of the horses show that they 
like being inside on those cold blustery days. 
They run and throw their heads around, exhib-
iting obvious relief at being out of the wind.  A 
big thank you, perhaps, to Katie for again just 
knowing what to do. 
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Lenhart—Mason and 
Associates recently 
acted on a great idea and donated 
the dollars it generated to Reach 4A 
Star. The idea, as explained by its 
organizer,  

Shirley Costopoulos, from the ac-
counting firm, was to charge people 
$5 a week for a month for the privi-
lege of wearing jeans on Fridays.   

From those who chose to participate 
$270 was raised for the Riding Acad-
emy 

be used as food dishes 
for the horses and for 
the arena supplies 

Larry & Barbara Byrne for the 
use of the power seeder and 
the manure spreader so that we 
might improve our pasture! 
 

Chinook Winds Drill Team —
for the black and white saddle 
pads. 
 

Lloyd Dechert & Wyoming Hay 
Cubes for the hay cubes. 

Legion Post #2, manager Gerry 
Burback, and to Dave’s Darts 
and Billiards for hosting the 
“Texas Holdum” card tournament 
on May 4th, which raised over 
$1000 to be used for the “Horses 
for Heroes” program and for the 
Riding Academy. 
 

Joe Sisson  - for the cash dona-
tion 
 

Mary Butters —for the used tires to   
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At the Last Arena Advisory 
committee meeting one of 
the ideas discussed was 

building and entering a float 
in the Central Wyoming Fair 

Parade.  

The committee decided in 
order to undertake such an 

endeavour a float committee 
would have to be formed. 

So….it was thought to put 
the idea out to those inter-

ested in the Arena to see if it 
would...float! 

If you are interested in help-
ing with a float for the parade 

please contact  Kathy  

Murphy at 267-6635 
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July 19th Reach 4A Star Riding 
Academy will host its’ 3rd annual 
Chutes n Giggles Rodeo. 

For the Kids   
The Rodeo Princess Contest for girls 
and a Buckaroo Competition for 
boys will be held.  Entrants in these 
competitions must be under 10 
years of age.  The number of en-
trants for each of these competitions 
will be limited to 10 The entry fee for 
the kids contests will be $35. The 
winners will be crowned before the 
Syncronized Bull Riding. 

The Princess Contest This event 
will run all day with the photos, 
horsemanship and riding portion in 
the morning and modeling, ques-
tions and interviews in the after-
noon.. 

The Buckaroo Competition This 
event will run all day with photos 
(Wanted Posters), boot race and 
games in the morning and the horse-
manship and roping portion after 

lunch 

For the Adults,  
The events chosen for this year’s 
competition include a Ribbon Race, 
an Obstacle Course, the Road Apple 
Relay, a Costume Race and Synchro-
nized Bull Riding.  

One entrant from the community will 
be paired with one Reach 4A Star 
Rider by a name drawing.  The en-
trant from the community will be re-
sponsible for paying a $35 entry fee 
for the team.  Riders from the Acad-
emy will need to bring a dessert 
which will be auctioned off at the Cal-
cutta. 

Those entrants wishing to compete 
for the All-Around Title must pay an 
additional $5.00 Entry fee. Silver belt 
buckles will be awarded to the All 
Around Champions. 

The Calcutta 

The Calcutta will be held July 18th 
at American Legion Post 2, be-   

Dell and Ginger Trot Off Into Retirement  

Very soon Dell and Ginger will be moved to Karol’s house for much 
needed retirement. 

Both of the “old girls” are 27 years old and no longer show the spunk 
they had for so many years; even loping at last year’s Special Olympic 
Competition. “Some days they even seem kind of cranky,” Karol said, 
“Dell not wanting to stay in her stall to eat and Ginger having some stom-
ach problems this winter.” 

The move will allow Karol to bring her Quarter Horse mare, Gabby, who 
is nine years old to the arena to share with other riders. 

Dell and Ginger have nurtured along many beginning riders and are both 
well loved by the participants. Now they will get to enjoy the leisure they 
have so richly earned. 

The Horse Report 
Two new horses have joined the herd at 
the arena recently. 

SH Dixie Queen, better known as 
“Dixie” is a 29 year old Chestnut mare. 
She is a registered Morgan and has the 
reputation of being very sweet.  

Mr. Warrior, or “Sonny” is Dixie’s son.  

Sonny is 16 years old. He is good 
sized at 15.3 hands and weighing 
around 1200 pounds. He has a star 
and a snip on his face and is also a 
chestnut.  Sonny feels most secure 
when he is hanging around with his 
mom. 

Both horses were donated by Ted  
Atchley. 

hind Kmart. The doors will open at 
6:30 with the events beginning at 
7:00 

Events will include the auctioning of 
competing teams and bidding for items 
on the dessert table. A silent auction 
will also be held.   

Glen Murray will serve as auctioneer. 
A cash bar will be open and hor’derves 
will be served.   

Business Sponsors 
For individuals or businesses who wish 
to help sponsor the event several lev-
els of sponsorship will be available. 

Chute Sponsor— $1000 

 Full page ad in program 

 Logo( name) listed on event 
 signage, event program, web
 site 

 Acknowledgement in all pub
 licity 

See Rodeo—page 5 
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Volunteer Corral Correspondence by Runge Baxter 
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Volunteers Needed: Chutes 
and Giggles Rodeo July 19 th 

 

R4AS’s Annual Chutes and Giggles 
fun rodeo is coming up on July 19th.  

We need volunteers specifically for 
that day.  We have participants from 
the community and the academy as 
well.  Some of our riders will need 
side-walkers and horse-leaders.  In 
addition we will need assistance for 
setting up the arena and running the 
various activities which occur that 
day.  Anyone interested in helping  on 
July 19th please contact Runge Bax-
ter, Volunteer Coordinator at 307-258-
8431 or via email at volun-
teer@reach4astar.org. 

THANK YOU, VETERAN  

VOLUNTEERS! 
Many thanks to out Veteran Volunteers who 
helped with the “Horses 4 Heroes” Open 
House on May 24th.  We couldn’t have done it 
without you! 

Mary Butters  Kirby Sells 

JR Eldridge  Tiffany Sells 

Dean Mahaffey  Rick Bretton  

We will be needing you for our next Veterans 
Event,  coming soon! 

Cont from Rodeo—page 4 

Pardner Sponsor—$500 

 1/2 page ad in program 

 Logo (Name) listed on event 
 signage, event program, web
 site 

 Acknowledgement in all publ
 icity 

Horses 4 Heroes Blog 
 

In response to the wonderful reception we have 
had for the “Horses 4 Heroes” Open House we 
have started a Blog on the Reach 4 a Star website. 

We would  love it you would post your comments 
on the day’s doings or on any subject pertaining to 
Reach 4A Star Riding Academy.  

To get there you may copy and paste the following 
web address in that search line of your internet 
explorer.  http://www.reach4astar.org/Blog.asp 

 Thanks for your comments!. 

Giggles Sponsor— Help get the 
giggles going by buying tickets to 
our All Star Rodeo. Tickets are $5 
for adults and free for children 12 
and under. You can also consider 
donating tickets back so we can 
distribute them to disabled people 
who wouldn’t otherwise get to go. 

Silent Sponsor —Silent Auction 
Item to be auctioned at the Calcutta 

L’il Pardner Sponsor—$500 

 1/4 page ad in program 

 Logo (name) listing on 
 event program, website 

 Acknowledgement in all 
 publicity 

Border Sponsor—$100  

 Business card in program 

Welcome  

New Volunteers 

R4AS would like to welcome our 
new volunteers who trained this 
spring: Kaylee Bright, Shawna 
Gleason, Candace Nye, Sierra 
Rodeman, Karen Snyder, Ceci 
Sulser, and Rachel Tenney.   

These folks are now assisting with  
classes as side-walkers and horse-
leaders.  In addition they are help-
ing with feeding, mucking and gen-
eral work that needs to be done 
around the academy.  

Thank you for your time and ef-
forts. We couldn’t do what we do 
without you! 
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4250 N 6 Mile Road 
Casper, WY  82636 

Phone: 307-472-7827 
Fax: 307-473-7827 
E-mail: reach4astar@vcn.com 
Www.reach4astar.org 
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CNFR Special 

 Rodeo 

June 21st—10am 

Casper Events  

Center 
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Special Olympics Fall 
Games 

October 17-19 

Central Wyoming Fair-
grounds 

Indoor Arena 
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